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SANITARY LEGISLATION. 



STATE LAWS AND REGULATIONS PERTAINING TO PUBLIC 

HEALTH. 



MISSISSIPPI. 



Privies — Location, Construction, Care, and Disposal of Contents. (Beg. Bd. of H., 

Aug. 17, 1914.) 

Section 1. No privy pit, cesspool or reservoir into which any privy, water-closet, 
stable, sink, or other receptacle of refuse or sewerage is drained, shall be constructed 
or maintained in any situation or in any manner whereby, through leak or overflow 
of its contents, it may cause pollution of any well, spring, or other source of water 
used for drinking or culinary purposes; nor shall the overflow from any such reservoir 
or receptacle be permitted to discharge into any public place or in anywise whereby 
danger to health may be caused. And every such pit, reservoir, or receptacle shall 
be cleaned and the contents thereof removed at such times and under such precau- 
tions as the State hoard of health may prescribe. 

Sec. 2. In cities, towns, and villages, incorporated and unincorporated, all human 
excreta shall be deposited in sewers, septic tanks, vaults, privies, or in incinerators 
of special construction as approved by the State board of health. 

Sec. 3. No person, firm, or corporation shall own, maintain, or rent any privy in 
any incorporated or unincorporated city, town, or village, unless the same shall be so 
constructed as to prevent the soil from contamination; and t.o prevent the access of 
flies to the excrement deposited therein by means of wire gauze, in the event there are 
openings that permit the entrance of flies, and moreover, that the privy must be so 
located that the removal of the receptacles may be accomplished without difficulty. 

Sec. 4. All dry closets shall be kept as free from odor as is possible and for this 
purpose dry pulverized earth, ashes, or chloride of lime shall be used at all times to 
cover the excreta. 

Sec. 5. Where persons are employed or intended to be employed in any trade, 
occupation, or business, there shall be provided sufficient and suitable privy conditions 
having regard for the number of persons employed, or in attendance; and also where 
persons of both sexes are employed, or intended to be employed, sufficient and sepa- 
rate privy conditions shall be provided for each sex. The owners of property shall 
be held responsible for the violation of this regulation. 

Sec. 6. Dry closets shall be constructed in accordance with plans and specifications 
furnished by the State board of health. 

Sec. 7. Dry closets provided with receptacles for receiving excreta shall be cleaned 
at least once a week from April 1 to December 1, and at least once every two weeks 
from December 1 to March 31, inclusive, or as often as may be necessary. 

Sec. 8. No part of the contents of the privy shall be removed therein nor shall the 
same be transported through or over any streets or highways, except as the same shall 
be transported by the means of some conveyance so as to prevent contact with flies 
or exposure to the open air, during the process of such removal or transportation. 
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Sec 9. Human excreta shall not be used for fertilizing purposes for gardens or crops 
but shall be disposed of as provided for elsewhere in these regulations. 

Sec. 10. No privy shall be maintained in any room, or shall it have direct connection 
with any room, wherein any kind of exposed food or foodstuff is stored, prepared, or 
handled. 

Sec. 11. All privies located in or near public buildings, such as courthouses, depots; 
hotels, and schoolhouses, must be well lighted and ventilated, and kept in a sanitary 
condition at all times. 

Sec 12. No insanitary privy shall be maintained by any person near to a dairy, meat 
market, bakery, grocery store, or other place where food is stored, prepared, or handled. 
This has reference to such food as can be contaminated. 

Sec. 13. All vaults used for the reception of excreta shall be of water-tight constru- 
tion and shall be made fly proof. Moreover, all privy vaults within the limits of any 
city or town shall not be less than 5 feet deep, constructed of brick, seated in cement, 
or of concrete construction. 

Sec 14. No privy, vault, water-closet, cesspool, stable drain, or sink shall open into 
any ditch, stream, or drain, except into the public sewers of any city or into disposal 
tanks properly designed for such purpose. 

Sec 15. All sewer drains leading out to vaults or disposal plants shall be of standard 
construction, and no sewer drain or outlet from any sewage disposal plant shall empty 
into any lake, pond, creek, stream, or open field unless all possible provision is made 
to prevent the contamination of any water supply. Nor shall any such drain or outlet 
be allowed to become obnoxious or dangerous to public health. 

Sec 16. No pit privy shall be constructed within 200 feet of a Well or spring. Fur- 
thermore, it shall always be located so that the drainage from the privy will "be away 
from the water supply and in such a position as to avoid overflow of its contents 'either 
by seepage water or surface drainage. 

Sec 17. No pit closet shall be constructed wherever there is a gravel bed or a dis- 
tinctly limestone' formation permitting free 'circulation of underground water, but 
such a closet can be used wherever there is a compact soil. 

Sec 18. All privy vaults must be cleaned at least once a year and whenever the 
contents reach a point within one foot of the ground surface. The contents of such a 
vault must be first of all disinfected and deodorized by powdered calcium hypochloride, 
if necessary drying the contents with this disinfectant. 

Sec 19. No abandoned well or deep well shall be used for sewage disposal or a 
receptacle for household waste. 

Sec. 20. A pit privy shall be filled with dirt whenever the contents reach a level 
within one foot of the ground surface, and the building moved over a new pit of the 
same construction. 

Sec 21. No person shall misuse or abuse a public toilet of any depot, schoolhouse, 
hotel, or other public building either by writing upon the wall or interfering witn the 
plumbing of such toilets by throwing therein trash of any kind or otherwise. 

Sec. 22. The walls and floors of toilets for public use shall be free from indecent 
writing or other defacement and also the accumulation of filth and spit. This shall 
be done by frequent scrubbing and repainting. 

Sec 23. Every building used for public-school purposes in Mississippi shall be 
provided with two privies and maintained in accordance with the plans and speci- 
fications of the State board of health. One of these shall be so located as to be adapted 
for use of the girls and the other for the boys. 

Sec 24. The term "privy" shall be held to mean any building or part of building 
used or intended to be used for the reception of human excreta and which is not con- 
nected with the public sewer or some duly authorized system of sewage disposal so 
as to immediately remove such material from such building. 

Adopted August 17, 1914. 



